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What’s Good about Good Friday? 

G ood Friday is the darkest of all days. It’s the day we torture and kill Jesus.   

Scripture says Jesus stands before the chief priests and scribes who demand to know . . . “Are you the Messiah?!” Jesus replies, “If I 
say yes, you won’t believe me!” Furious, the council screams, “What further testimony do we need?! We’ve heard it from his own lips!”  

They rush Jesus to Pilate accusing him of perverting the Jewish nation, lying about being a king, and blaspheming God’s name. Pilate 
jumps in and starts interrogating Jesus only to come back to the Jewish elite saying, “I find him not guilty.” But the Jewish elite go crazy 
screaming, “He stirs up people with his teachings! He must be stopped.” Pilate is lost as to what to do, so he sends Jesus to Herod, the 
Jewish governor. 

Herod is excited to see Jesus. He jumps in with the mob mentality mocking and ridiculing him alongside everyone else. This scene is hostile 
and dirty, and it reflects so much of what we humans are capable of doing to people who threaten our worldview. Herod declares Jesus 
guilty and sends him back to Pilate. 

Pilate, a second time, stands before the Jewish elite saying, “I’m not seeing what you’re seeing. This man is not a criminal and does not 
deserve to die. I’ll flog him, but he’s going to be set free.” And the Jewish elite scream louder and louder and louder, “Crucify him! Crucify 
him! Give us Barrabbas; crucify Jesus!”  

Pilate washes his hands of this decision and gives the Jewish elite what they want. Jesus is drug to Golgotha, publicly tortured, nailed 
through his feet and hands to a cross, and lifted up above the city with a crown of thorns on his head. He’s slapped, ridiculed, and stabbed, 
and it’s at this moment we hear these words, “Father, forgive them. They know not what they do.” And Jesus closes his eyes and dies. 

These moments make Good Friday the darkest of all days. We call it “Good” Friday but it is anything but. It is on Thursday we relate to the 
pain of Jesus because we are able to identify our own pain with his, but it is on Friday we feel the sting of death most closely, for Good Fri-
day is the sobering reminder that we bear the capacity to do more than just feel pain . . . we inflict it. Even on the One who loves us most. 

But here’s the thing: Friday isn’t the end of the story. Easter comes on Sunday. In the words of Tony Campolo, “It may feel like Friday, but 
Sunday’s coming!” 

Good Friday (and Silent Saturday) forces us to sit in silence staring at our hypocrisy, our bigotry, our racism, realizing our sin leads to (and 
causes) death, but Sunday’s coming! Good Friday relieves us of our gravest sins, but Sunday’s coming! Good Friday marks the worst in 
humanity, but Sunday’s coming, and it is when God’s at God’s best.  

In the words Famous 5th century preacher John Chrysostom, Good Friday 
is good because, “. . . it is the day Hell realized it took a body, and 
discovered God. It took earth and encountered Heaven. It took what it saw, 
and was overcome by what it did not see.”  

This is what’s “good” about Good Friday, for it’s the gate that leads to Sun-
day, and it is on Sunday we realize, despite our efforts on Friday, we are 
still forgiven. We are still loved. We are still redeemed.  

So we can let go of those things that bind us to Friday (our burdens, our 
pains, our regrets, our heartaches, our failures, and our bitterness) be-
cause they no longer have the last word . . . death is defeated on Friday. 
Sunday is coming. This is what makes Friday “good.”  

     Pastor Barrett 

Join us 
Easter Sunday 

8:45am - Contemporary Worship: Fellowship Hall 

9:50am - Bible Study for all ages 

10:30am - Easter Egg Hunt for ages 2 - 5th grade 

11:00am - Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
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FBW Faith Formation 
Adult VBS - July 24-27 - 5:30pm-7:30pm - Dinner Included! Vaca-

tion Bible School isn’t just for kids. Sign-up online and join Pastor 
Barrett as he leads a three-day study on the same theme for the kids’ 
VBS…but with a twist. This is a great opportunity to invite friends to 
First Baptist.  

Coffee with the Pastor - Every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 

month, Pastor Barrett will host a conversation with guests and new 
members in the Canada Room at the 10am hour. The first Sunday of 
the month will be dedicated to visitors learning about volunteer op-
portunities, mission projects, and faith formation options for the whole 
family. The third Sunday is for anyone (member or nonmember) to 
talk with the Pastor about anything pressing. Register online or just 
drop in before/after worship. If you meet a guest in the church, make 
sure to tell them about this new offering.  

Summer Small Groups - Want to lead a Summer Small Group? 

Apply online through May. 
 

FBW Missions 
• Missional Identity Survey - After Easter, the Mission Action 

Committee will organize a vision process to help identify our mis-
sional identity. We want your input so we can better hear how God 
is calling our church to do, love, and walk like Jesus.  

• April 29 - Operation INASMUCH is an annual work day host-
ed by the Augusta Baptist Association. If you’re interested, there’s 
opportunity to participate in a variety of projects across the Valley 
including one for our Preschool Playground and another with 
WARM. Register in the church office or online today. 

• Habitat Build in Morganton, NC - June 18-24. Contact 

Mark Hamilton for more information!  

• Kate Collins Food Drive - Don’t forget our ongoing collec-

tion of snack foods for KCMS. Juice boxes, Pop-tarts, peanut 
butter / cheese crackers, Goldfish, and Cheese-its are all favor-
ites. Please have items here by May 15 so they can be distributed 
by the end of the school year. 

 

FBW Senior Saints 
SAVE THE DATES: (both events in Fellowship Hall) 

• April 24, 2pm - A Story of Hope: You will not forget the im-
pact of prison ministries when  Rev. Lynn Litchfield, former chap-
lain of a maximum security prison, presents “A Story of Hope” on 
April 24. No reservations are required. 

• May 4, 11:30am - National Day of Prayer: Your reservation 
for observing National Day of Prayer on May 4 at a lunch program 
is due April 27. For his message titled “Will our prayers be 
heard?,” “Doc” Hugh Litchfield’s text is: Isaiah 1:12-20. Make non-
refundable check payable to ABAV. Send to Charlie Downs, 109 
Gloucester Ct, Waynesboro VA 22980. Contact info: glouces-
ter@ntelos.net or 540-949-6752. 

 

Our Church Family 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
Martha Bliss (Hospice)   
Katherine Bosserman (Aug Rehab)  
Bill Bradley (Aug Rehab)   
Marie Ham (Hospice)   
Lyle Palmer (home) 
Bobbi Poats (home) 
John Stoner (home) 
Mary Kathryn Wheeler (home) 
THANK YOU NOTES (Posted outside church office):  
Claire Brooks Holly Martin 
CONGRATULATIONS to Kathy & Alan Melton upon the birth of their 
grandson, Charlie, on March 25 to Kate and Jesse. 
OUR SYMPATHY TO Kendall Price upon the recent death of her grand-
mother. 
A MEMORIAL SERVICE for Treva Noon will be held on Wednesday, 
April 19, 11am, at the Salvation Army Church off of N. Delphine Ave. 

April 16 - Easter 
Love: Easter Changes Everything 

John 20:1-29 

Five scenes. Five interactions with the resurrected Jesus. Five different 
responses, yet five completely changed lives. This is what happens when 
we meet the resurrected Christ, everything changes. Everything. And it’s 
still happening today.  

The Children’s Team is hosting an Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday 
during Sunday school for kids 2 yrs. old - 5th grade. We’ll provide bags, 
and each egg will be filled with a fun prize. 

 

April 23 
Love: What Makes Your Heart Burn? 

Pastor Lacey Davis 
Luke 24:13-35 

The road to Emmaus is a familiar story about Jesus and his disciples that 
is unique to the Gospel of Luke. As the two disciples are journeying, they 
meet Jesus along the way without knowing it is him, and they later ask the 
question, “Didn’t our hearts burn while he spoke to us on the road?” Hope 
and love create a burning heart within us that is aware that Jesus is pre-
sent. 

 

Upcoming recognitions 
• April 30 - Fishburne Cadets Graduate recognition 

• May 7 - Mary Kathryn Wheeler recognition for 20+ years as Church 
Librarian 

• May 21 - High School graduates recognition 

SUNDAYS . . . 
8:45am: Contemporary — F Hall 
11am: Traditional — Sanctuary 

From the Planning Committee 
Join us April 26 following WEF Dinner for a special presentation and 
discussion of a proposal to upgrade our Fellowship Hall.  
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Online 
Giving 

The Visible Results 
Sunday Attendance           2-Apr       9-Apr 
Worship                                            315              336 
Bible Study                                       169              184 

Financial Figures: 
   2017        Mar YTD       Mar YTD 
 Budget       Budget          Actual 
Receipts $762,000   $190,500          $159,089 
Expenses $762,000   $190,500          $181,409 
Net Total                             ($  22,320) 

 

Wednesday Evening  Fellowship            
Dinner Served: 5pm 
Dinner Costs: $5 adults, $3 students grades1-12, and $1 toddlers-K. 
Reservations requested by 2pm Fridays. 
• April  19 -  Pork Loin 
• April 26 - Beef Stroganoff (Planning & Development presentation) 
• May 3 - Barbecue (Community Meal) 
• May 10 - Taco Salad (Business Meeting) 
• May 17 - Stir Fry (Last WEF of season) 
Prayer/Adult Study Time: 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Children/Youth Activities: 6pm in the Children’s Wing and Loft 

FBW Youth 
Small Groups this summer 
• middle and high school girls: Galentine's Small Group at Ben 

and Courtney's home (930 Jefferson Ave) on Sunday evenings in 
June and July from 5-6pm 

• middle and high school boys: Fella's Small Group on Wednes-
day evenings from 7-8pm in June and July.  

• Confessions of a High Schooler: Rising 9th and 10th graders are 
invited to join us for Waynesboro Golf and Games and a conversa-
tion about the transition to high school on Tuesday, June 13 from 
5:30-7:30. Meet at the church and transportation will be provided. 
Please bring $10 for golf and ice cream at Willy's to follow our 
event.  

Transitioning Into Youth - Rising 6th and 
7th grade students are invited to join Pastors 
Lacey and Ben for two sessions about the 
transition from First Baptist Kids to Youth: 
• part 1 - Wednesday, July 12 from 5:30-

8pm, join Pastors Lacey and Ben for bowl-
ing in Staunton and a conversation and 
discussion in the Loft. Arrive at the church- 
transportation will be provided. Parents are invited to the discus-
sion from 7:30-8pm in the Loft.  

• part 2 - Wednesday, August 2 from 6-7pm, Rising 6th graders are 
invited to join youth and volunteers for a game night and conversa-
tion in the Loft.  

Habitat for Humanity - June 18-24 in Morganton, NC. This is a 
church-wide trip, but all youth participants must be at least 14 years of 
age. Youth and volunteers will serve in the Habitat Build and will par-
ticipate in white water rafting on the Wautuga River in route back to 
Waynesboro on Saturday the 24th. Cost is $85/participant and stu-
dents must register online by April 30.  

Passport Missions - We are heading to Furman University in 
Greenville, SC July 17-22. This event is open to all youth and the cost 
is $250/student. Students must register online by May 15.  

FBW Kids 
Baked Goods Sale - On Sunday, April 16, the FB Kids Ministry is 
having a fundraiser, and we need your help! We need people to sign up 
to bake various desserts. Pies/cakes will be sold by the slice, cupcakes 
individually, and cookies/brownies in pairs. Please sign up online OR on 
the sign-up sheet beside thekitchen! 

Summer Family Kick-Off! - May 26, 6:00 p.m., Pool Party & Games 
at the Teacheys’ 

Popcorn and Popsicles: Cheering on our softball team - Week 
of June 12 - 16, TBD based on softball schedule 

Mission Events - June 13, July 11, and August 8 - Join us during the 
second Tuesday of our summer months as we gather together for a 
mission event.  

Coffeehouse Conversation with Pastor Lacey - June 15, July 

20, and August 3, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m., The Farmhouse on Main. Pastor 
Lacey is opening up her schedule on three occasions during the sum-
mer for parents, kids, or anyone who wants to gather for coffee or a 
snack to discuss life, church, and everything in between.  

Transitioning into Youth 
• July 12, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m., Bowling in Staunton and then a discussion 

in the Loft. Arrive at the church—transportation will be provided. Par-
ents are invited to the discussion from 7:30-8:00 p.m. in the Loft.   

• August 2, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m., Game night and conversation with Pas-
tors Ben and Lacey, youth and volunteers in the Loft.  

Sometimes the transition from the Kids program to the Youth program 
can seem overwhelming and daunting, and Pastors Lacey and Ben want 
to help make this transition as smooth and informative as possible. 
Twice this summer, rising 6th and 7th grade students are invited to join 
Pastors Lacey and Ben to begin the transition from First Baptist Kids to 
Youth.  

Preschool Pajama Party - July 14, 5:00 p.m., Dinner, snacks, and a 
movie at the church! 

VBS - July 24 - 27, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Maker Fun Factory. VBS registra-
tion is open for kids 2 yrs. old - completed 5th grade! Nursery will also 
be available for any volunteers or adult who wants to attend adult VBS.  

Family Game Night - July 30, 5:00 p.m., Game night for families with 
kids at the church. Waynesboro Choral Society Presents: 

The Sixties: Music That Rocked! 

April 24th and 25th - 7:30 pm 
Louis Spilman Auditorium 
Waynesboro High School 

  
Church Business Meeting 

Wednesday, May 10 - 6pm 
The Diaconate will move that the policy manual be revised: The name 
“Homebound Ministry Team” to be changed to “Outreach Ministry 
Team.” 



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Next Issue: April 28 — Articles should be submitted IN 
WRITING or via e-mail to lfields@fbcwboro.org by noon on MONDAY, April 24. 

Church Staff and Contact Information 
Ben Brown  .................................................. Minister of Discipleship, Families & Youth 

Kimberly C. Cook .....................................................................................Custodian 

Lacey Davis .................................................................... Minister to Families with Children 

Mary Alice Downs ...................................................................................... Organist 

Lynn W. Fields ............................................................................... Ministry Assistant 

Larry Jones ..................................................................... Minister of Music & Worship  

Kathy Melton ................................................................................................. Pianist 

Brenda K. Miller ..................................................................... Financial Administrator 

J. Barrett Owen ................................................................................... Senior Pastor 

Janis Rule ...................................................................... Weekday Preschool Director 

Prayer Requests: 
 24-Hour Prayer Line: 949-9429 
 Submit online request: go to website Ministries page, Prayer Ministry; follow 

“submit” link to the request form. Requests are submitted immediately to staff. 
 Access to Website Prayer List — Password: fbcpray 
 Immediate Prayer — 943-2815 

Sunday/Wednesday Rides: 

Jerry Thomas — 540-942-2039 or 540-256-2820  
 

 
301 South Wayne Avenue — Waynesboro VA  22980 

www.fbcwboro.org — Phone — (540) 949-8187 
Fax — (540) 943-5399 

Weekday Preschool: (540) 942-2253 

Join us as we do, love, & walk 
together 

Sunday Mornings . . . 
8:45-9:35 — Contemporary Worship (Fellowship Hall)  

9:45-10:45 — Bible Study  (All Buildings)   
Learn to do, love, and walk like Christ in small groups. 

11:00-12:00 — Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)   

Youth Sunday Night Live 
5:15-7:00 — Dinner &  Sunday Night Live 
    

Wednesday Evenings . . . 
5:00 — Fellowship Dinner 
    First Wednesday of each month, the      
    church provides a free dinner to all. 

6:00 — Activities for all ages 

At a Glance . . . 
APRIL 
 16 Easter 
 17 Church Office Closed (Easter holiday) 
 Diaconate: 7pm (Faith Classroom) 
 Women’s Book Study: 7:30pm (F Hall) 
 18 Children’s Team Mtg: 7pm (Conf Rm) 
 19 Facilities & Maintenance: 7:15pm (Conf Rm) 
 23 Kids’ Bake sale 
 24 A Story of Hope: 2pm (F Hall) 
 Women’s Book Study: 7:30pm (F Hall) 
 26 Planning & Survey Presentation 

MAY 
   4 National Day of Prayer Luncheon: 11:30am  
   8 Women’s Book Study: 7:30pm (F Hall) 
 10 Church Business Meeting 
 15 Diaconate: 7pm (Faith Classroom) 
 Women’s Book Study: 7:30pm (F Hall) 
 16 Student Team Meeting: 7-8pm (Canada Room 
 24 Holy Macs Coyner Springs gathering 
 29 Church Office Closed - Memorial Day Holiday 
 31 Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7pm 
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Like us on Facebook: 
First Baptist Waynesboro 

Dinner Reservations: 
540-932-1558 
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