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The Song and Star of Christmas 

In Act I of Hamlet, the scene opens on Christmas Eve, and Shakespeare writes: "Wherever the birth of our savior is celebrated / The 
bird of dawning singeth all night long . . .” 

I love the line. It signals that even in the middle of the night, even in the darkest of all places, the bird sees light. 
And if you are like me, growing up in the farm countries of Tennessee, you know the birds of dawning crow at the 
break of daylight.  

Shakespeare’s wordsmith-ing something beautiful here. Even in the darkest of night . . . even in the stress and 
pain of life . . . even in the confusion and sadness we bear . . . God’s light breaks through our night, and the birds 
of dawning can’t stop singing. This is the majesty of Christmas. In the middle of our darkness, we see God’s light, 
and (thanks to Shakespeare) we hear God’s song. 

This is why our Advent theme is “Follow the Star.” The star is instrumental in the Christmas story. The shepherds, kings, angels, and 
birds all see it. Shepherds and kings follow it to the manger while (and Shakespeare helps us imagine this) the birds and angels sing 
because of it. 

I love this. There is a star shining and a song singing at Christmas. When we follow the star, we see God, and we hear the angels sing-
ing creation’s song and proclaiming our Messiah’s birth! “Hallelujah,” the angels sing, “let the earth receive her king.” 

It’s so moving, we respond,  
 "Joy to the world the Lord is come,” 

“Come to Bethlehem and see, come adore on bended knee.”  
“Hark! the herald angels sing, glory to the newborn king!” 
“Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  
“Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumphs of the skies . . .” 
“And see with rejoicing this glorious sight, Our father in Heaven has sent us this night.” 
“See him in the manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.” 

Just like with the star, we sing these songs in the midst of our darkness . . . not despite it. 

So keep following the star this Christ-
mas. It leads us out of our darkness. 
Keep singing these songs of life, they lift 
up our souls out from the darkness.  For 
when we do, even if it’s just for a mo-
ment or two, our pain we bring, the dark-
ness of disenchantment we feel, they 
draw back, and all the usual worldly 
witcheries lose something of their power 
to charm, and we find ourselves hum-
ming along with the birds . . . and tapping 
our feet to the sounds of the angels . . . 
hoping that as long as this moment lasts, 
we, too, can believe in the one thing 
most worth believing in:  “Emmanuel. 
God with us.” 
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FBW Church Family 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
Steve Boling Dottie Cochrane  
Raymond Hanger Joe Cochrane 
A WARM FBW WELCOME TO Elzena Anderson who joins us by letter 
from Beverly Manor Baptist Church, Staunton, Elzena is Assistant Librari-
an at Waynesboro Public Library and serves on Waynesboro City Council. 
Welcome to the FBW family, Elzena! 

Our Advent Theme is "Follow the Star.” Each of us is trying to get to God 
this Christmas. In different ways and in different seasons, God’s light 
shines into our life helping us get to the manger. Join us as we follow the 
star together.  

December 10 - Advent 2 

Follow the Star of LOVE 
  8:45 - Contemporary Service in the Sanctuary 
  9:45 - Sunday School 
11:00 - Traditional Service in the Sanctuary  

December 17 - Advent 3 

Follow the Star of PEACE 
  8:30 - Church-wide Christmas Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
  9:50 - Joint Adult Sunday School (Fellowship Hall) 
  9:50 - Kids’ Birthday Party for Jesus (Children’s Wing) 
11:00 - Holy Light Christmas Cantata Worship Service (See p. 1) 

December 24 - Advent 4 

Follow the Star of JOY 
  9:00 - No Sunday School  
10:00 - Joint Lessons and Carols Service in the Sanctuary 
  5:00 - Communion and Carols Service 
  7:00 - Communion, Carols, and Candlelight Service 
 

December 31 
  9:00 - No Sunday School  
10:00 - Joint Worship Service 

FBW Kids 

Happy birthday, Jesus! Our "Happy Birthday, Jesus" party for all 
of our kids will be on Sunday, December 17, during the Sunday 
school hour. We'll have crafts, cake, and lots of fun as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. This is the same day as the Christmas Cantata, 
so we'll have a big day of celebrating with our kids, families, and 
church community.   

Be mindful of the Sunday School schedule (posted in FB 
Kids Weekly Watch email) for the rest of the year. 

Christmas Cantata, December 17, 11am 
 Preschool kids will help lead the Doxology  

 Grade School kids are leading two songs in the program 

 Remaining rehearsals: Sundays, December 10 and 17 at 9:45 am 
and Wednesday, December 13 at 6:00 with choir and orchestra. 

 Please let me know this week if you're child plans to be here to 
sing so we can list his/her name in the bulletin 

See the FB Kids Weekly Watch email for more detail on these 
and other events. If you wish to be added to the email group, please 
contact Pastor Lacey! 

 
FBW Youth 

Christmas Treatings - We’re accepting donations to assist with 
Christmas Treatings at UVA Children’s Hospital. Christmas Treat-
ings collects donations and shares Christmas gifts with pediatric 
patients and siblings. Any gift can make a difference. 

Progressive Dinner -  December 9. Remember to bring a $5 
wrapped Christmas present for our white elephant gift exchange, 
and dress to impress. Prizes will be given for the tackiest, wackiest, 
most Christmas-y sweater.    

SAVE THE DATE! Playoff Game and Potluck Tailgate:  
January 7 - Are you the grill master? Join us in the parking lot at 
First Baptist at 3pm for corn-hole, ladder golf, putting contest, and 
outdoor grilling. At 4:30pm all food comes inside and the buffet 
opens. All side dishes and desserts will be provided by students. 
Show off your famous cheeseburgers, pulled pork BBQ, chili, or 
baby back ribs. You're welcome to cook at home or grill-out at First 
Baptist starting at 3pm. Please bring enough entree for your immedi-
ate party + 4 others, and we'll add that to the buffet. The buffet is just 
$5, and we'll watch the 4:30 Wildcard game in the Fellowship Hall. 
Invite your friends and neighbors. 100% of these proceeds will go to 
the Brazil MIE trip.  

 

FBW Weekday Preschool Highlights 
Our thanks to everyone for their help with our Christmas pro-
gram, Joy to the World. Connie Shrader was our amazing accompa-
nist; Bob Shiflet our audio visual hero. Our Preschool Team, chaired 
by Cheryl Rosberg, organized our Silent Auction and we are so ap-
preciative. This is a major fundraiser for the preschool and we de-
pend on it to fund projects and activities. Thank you to everyone who 
donated an item and thank you to everyone who purchased an item. 
It does take a village and I am very thankful that I am part of the FBC 
village. Your support makes it all possible. Merry Christmas from 
Weekday Preschool!                                                -Janis Rule 

The Visible Results 
Sunday Attendance          26-Nov      3-Dec 
Worship                                            265              319 
Bible Study                                       158              176 

Financial Figures: 
   2017        Nov YTD      Nov YTD 
 Budget       Budget         Actual 
Receipts $762,000   $698,500       $591,328 
Expenses $762,000   $698,500          $654,693 
Net Total                             ($  63,365) 

 
To be reimbursed for a church expense, please fill out a Check 
Request Form located on the wall beside the financial office. Have your 
committee/team chairman sign the form, attach the receipt(s), and ei-
ther turn it in to the financial office or put it in the slot in the door. Thank 
you.                                                               -Brenda 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
  8:45: Contemporary 
11:00: Traditional — Sanctuary 
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FBW Missions 
 

11am-1:30pm  
Watch for a volunteer  
sign-up poster near the 
Fellowship Hall. Share the 
real Christmas Spirit! Come 
enjoy . . . LUNCH — FEL-

LOW-SHIP — HOLIDAY CHEER. Anyone and everyone is invited. (Lunch will 
be bountiful and free). Questions? Contact Mark Hamilton (540-688-9068). 

WARM Hosting Dates for FBW: First Baptist will host The Ther-

mal Shelter January 15-21. This is a great opportunity for us to minister to the 
homeless. A sign-up board is located across from the kitchen. We will need 
volunteers to stay overnight, people to prepare meals, purchase food supplies, 
etc. Any questions or concerns call Bobbi Poats 943-7004 or 290-2501. Thank 
you for making a difference.                                       -Mission Action Committee 

Kate Collins Snack Drive. 100% fruit juice boxes and individually 

packaged snack items may be brought to the bin in the Canada Room. 

Bread Ministry - Every Saturday evening, we pick up the day’s unsold 

bread from Panara, bag it and then take it to Springdale on Sundays. Contact 
Anne and Charles Salembier at 12anne@ntelos.net if you’d like to help. 

Blessing Box - Located near the alley entrance to our parking lot on11th 

Street, the box remains unlocked for us and for the community to take what it 
needs and to give what it can as able.  

Saturday, December 9 
 5:00 - Youth Progressive Dinner 

Sunday, December 10 - Star of Love 
 12:15pm - Fishburne & Families Luncheon (F Hall) 

 3-5pm - Christmas Open House (Pastor Barrett’s home) 

Tuesday, December 12 
 12:00 - Senior Saints Christmas Luncheon (F Hall) 

Wednesday, December 13 
 6:00 - Christmas Carols (Last WEF Dinner) 

Sunday, December 17 - Star of Peace 
 8:30 - Christmas Breakfast (F Hall) 

 9:50 - Joint Adult Sunday School (F Hall) 

 9:50 - Kids’ Birthday Party for Jesus 

 11:00 - Christmas Cantata Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, December 24 - Star of Joy 
 Morning Worship: 10am  - Lessons and Carols (Sanctuary) 

 5:00 - Christmas Eve Communion Worship (Sanctuary) 

 7:00 - Candlelight Communion Worship (Sanctuary) 

Monday, December 25 
 11:00 - Christmas Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 

FBW Faith Formation 
Save the Date: February 3, 2018, First Baptist will be a host site 
for the Men With No Regrets Conference, a one-day event that 
transforms men’s lives by empowering them to walk in loving, 
trusting obedience of Jesus Christ. Men will be encouraged to be 
who God created them to be and to walk in step with the Holy 
Spirit on a moment-by-moment basis. Following the conference, 
we’ll prepare you with resources to generate more small groups 
to connect and disciple your men for the other 364 days of the 
year. 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship  
December 13 - Christmas Carols (last WEF until January 3) 

Dinner Menus: (Reservations / cancellations appreciated) 
December 13 - Taco Salad 
January    3 - Chili, Spud & Salad (Community Meal) 

Senior Saints Christmas Luncheon 
Tuesday, December 12, 11:30am - Fellowship Hall 

Please sign up on the sheets posted outside the Fellowship Hall 
or in the Education Building. Bring a dish and an item for the 
Waynesboro Sr. Center. Program: a senior adaptation of 
“’Twas the Night Before Christmas.” Rides provided if nec-
essary.  Contact Lynn Markin for further information (540-480-
9913). 

Dear FBW Family, 

It is with a heavy but grateful heart that I need to share some news. 
Courtney and I will be gone on Sunday, December 10, visiting a church in 
view of a call. I have been offered the Student Minister position, and if 
voted upon, we plan to accept it. I, therefore, am resigning from First 
Baptist Church effective December 29, 2017.  

First Baptist will always be a very special place to me. This is the place 
that I baptized my first student. We sent students on mission to Habitat, 
Clue Camp, Passport Choices, Mission Madness, Disciple Now 
weekends, and Fall Retreats. I’m thankful for the people that I’ve met 
here and the opportunity that I had to serve. I’m humbled by every chance 
I’ve had to serve communion, to preach, to offer prayers, and to share 
meals. First Baptist has been a blessing in my life.  

Pastor Barrett will be taking on additional roles with the youth ministry in 
order to help maintain our regular rhythm. We have been working closely 
together for the past few weeks and something he keeps stressing to me 
is that no major calendaring events will change. We will still be hosting 
Mission Madness in March, sending a team to Brazil in July, and attend-
ing Passport Missions this summer. Sunday School, Wednesday Eve-
nings, and Sunday Night Live will continue as well.  

As Courtney and I follow God's calling, we know that God has a plan for 
the church. God is present here and will continue to guide First Baptist 
Waynesboro.  

Thankful for each of you,  
Pastor Ben  



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Next Issue: December 22 — Articles should be submitted IN 
WRITING or via e-mail to lfields@fbcwboro.org by noon on MONDAY, December 18. 

Church Staff and Contact Information 
Ben Brown  ................................................................. Minister to Families with Youth 

Kim Cook ..................................................................................................Custodian 

Mary Alice Downs ...................................................................................... Organist 

Lynn Fields .................................................................................... Ministry Assistant 

Larry Jones ..................................................................... Minister of Music & Worship  

Kathy Melton ................................................................................................. Pianist 

Brenda Miller ......................................................................... Financial Administrator 

Barrett Owen ....................................................................................... Senior Pastor 

Janis Rule ...................................................................... Weekday Preschool Director 

Lacey Wondree .............................................................. Minister to Families with Children 

Prayer Requests: 
 24-Hour Prayer Line: 949-9429 
 Submit online request: go to website Ministries page, Prayer Ministry; follow 

“submit” link to the request form. Requests are submitted immediately to staff. 
 Access to Website Prayer List — Password: fbcpray 
 Immediate Prayer — 943-2815 

Sunday/Wednesday Rides: 

Jerry Thomas — 540-942-2039 or 540-256-2820  
 

 
301 South Wayne Avenue — Waynesboro VA  22980 

www.fbcwboro.org — Phone — (540) 949-8187 
Fax — (540) 943-5399 

Weekday Preschool: (540) 942-2253 

Join us as we do, love, & walk together 

Sunday Mornings . . . 
8:45 — Contemporary Worship (Fellowship Hall)  

9:45 — Sunday School  (All Buildings)   
Learn to do, love, and walk like Christ in Bible study 

10:00 — Coffee with the Pastor (Canada Room) 
• First Sunday - for visitors & new members’ with questions 
• Third Sunday - for anyone to talk about pressing issues 

11:00 — Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)   

Wednesday Evenings . . . 
5:00 - Fellowship Dinner 
     First Wednesday of each month, the church 
     Provides a free dinner for the community. 
6:00 - Activities for all ages 

Small Groups . . . 
Check website for details 

At a Glance . . . 
DECEMBER 

   9 Youth Progressive Dinner 
 10 Fishburne & Families Luncheon: 12:15pm 
 Open House at Pastor Barrett’s: 3-5pm 
 12 Sr. Saints Christmas Luncheon: 11:30am 
 13 WEF: Spaghetti & Salad - Christmas Carols 
 Called Church Business Meeting: 6pm 
 17 8:30 Church Breakfast 
 11am Holy Light - worship through music 
 18 Diaconate Christmas Dinner 
 20 NO WEF: Christmas Break 
 24 Christmas Eve Worship Schedule: 
  10am – Lessons and Carols 
  5pm – Communion and Carols 
  7pm – Communion, Carols and  
   Candlelight 
 25 Church Office Closed - Christmas Day 
 Community Christmas Dinner: 11am (F Hall) 
 27 NO WEF: Christmas Break 
 31 10am Worship 

JANUARY 

   3 WEF: Chili, Spud & Salad (Community Meal) 
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