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Finding Faith In Film 
I like to define faith as "awe in the face of mystery." Faith leads people to the precipice of life and has them look out into 
the Great Unknown with a sense of ‘awe’ and ‘wonder’ at what is to come. But believing that which is emerging is both 
good and from God, instead of bad and from Evil, is not easily done.  

Most people’s default is to fear what they do not know or be scared of what could potentially emerge. It takes spiritual 
practices to stand on this precipice believing that which comes to us is both good and from God. Spiritual practices 
(worship, prayer, gift giving, journaling, tithing, hiking, mindfulness exercises, scripture reading) give us the wherewithal 
to stand with ‘awe’ and ‘wonder.’ 

Film, with the right lens and appreciation, can be another spiritual practice. It perfectly boundaries us into a fictional 
worldview while isolating our spirit to focus on a particular conversation. For instance, Star Wars boundaries us in space 
and focuses our spirit on Good vs. Evil. Space Jam boundaries us in Looney Toons and focuses our spirit on teamwork, 
courage, and overcoming oppression. The Legend of Bagger Vance boundaries us on a golf course and focuses our spirit on finding our true 
selves from within. Saving Private Ryan boundaries us in Germany in WWII and focuses our spirit on courage and brotherly love.  

Film has the potential to lead us into God’s mystery and help us experience ‘awe.’ It narrows our focus. It opens our spirit. It helps us make 
claims like, “Yes, if we could just share love like this!” or “Exactly! The world needs this kind of peace.” Film boundaries us by isolating our spirit to 
focus on particulars that cause our faith to grow.  

Of course, as I wrote a moment ago, you have to have the right lens and appreciation to make film a spiritual practice. Just watching movies for 
their enjoyment is not enough. You have to carry with you the expectation that this movie will lead you to the precipice and you have to open your 
spirit to welcome it’s message.  

It is for this reason we are in our second year of sponsoring the Wayne Theatre’s Faith-n-Film series, and it is why we take seriously the panel 
discussion following. If you do not know, we sponsor six spiritual encounters (i.e. films) exploring their religious questions in order to see them a 
resource for Christian growth. Over the last two years, we've shown the following films:  

     2017 

 1. Selma 
 2. Chocolat 
 3. Brave 
 4. Moana 
 5. O Brother Where Art Thou 
 6. The Nativity Story  

 

None of these films were intended to be overtly Chris-
tian in production, but all of them boundary us in a 
uniquely Christian way isolating our spirit to focus on 
important Christian themes.  

This Sunday we host another film, Philomena. It is a 
remarkable story. It has enormous Christian implica-
tions. You will not be disappointed if you come to our 
‘pay-what-you-will’ experience. I look forward to seeing 
you there.  

 

Pastor Barrett 

Called Business Meetings (6pm) 

October 17: Ordination Council — After thorough reflection, 

conversation, and review, the Ordination Council for Nate Dove 
unanimously moves to present Pastor Nate as a candidate for Chris-
tian Ordination. 

October 24: Elect BGAV Messengers — The Baptist General 

Association of Virginia meeting is set for November 12-14 at Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church in Glen Allen. Let us know if you’re interested in represent-
ing FBW.  

 
      2018 

  7. The Birth of a Nation 
  8. 42 
  9. Wonder Woman 
10. The Truman Show 
11. Philomena (this Sunday) 
12. Les Miserable (Dec 9) 
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The Visible Results 
Sunday Attendance         30-Sept       7-Oct       
Worship                                            307              236 
Bible Study                                       158              149 

Financial Figures: 
   2018        Sept YTD      Sept YTD 
 Budget       Budget          Actual 
Receipts $762,500   $571,875           $461,866 
Expenses $762,500   $571,875           $512,602 
Net Total                              ($  50,736) 

FBMissions 
Fluvanna Women’s Prison Gift Bags: Our Sen-

ior Saints are joining other area churches to contribute 
personal health care and other items as Christmas gifts 
to the 1,300 inmates at the Fluvanna Correctional Center 
for Women. Bags with instructions are available in the Can-
ada Room through October. 

Socktober: Our Kids Ministry is sponsoring a socks 

collection during the month of October to be given to 
WARM (Waynsboro Area Refuge Ministry). Let’s fill the box 
located in the Canada Room! 

Candy Collection for Trunk-or-Treat: Collection 

wagon/bins available in the Canada Room. 

Kate Collins Snack Food Ministry: Healthy 

snacks are once again being collected for Kate Collins 
Middle School students. The list of requested items is on 
the collection bin. 

Tutoring at William Perry Elementary School: 
If you are interested in tutoring students at William Perry 
one or two days a week, contact Beth Crickenberger at 
bethcrickenberger@gmail.com. 

 

FBPrayer 
Because of the importance of intercessory prayer, 
the Prayer Ministry Team is looking to fill several 
openings that remain on our Sunday Prayer Inter-
cessors schedule. Also, prayerfully consider join-
ing our prayer intercessors for 2019. The sched-
ule will be available on Wednesday evenings for 
you to add your name, or you may contact Velva Barr at 
949-0976. 

 

FBFamily 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
Ginny Cummings (Fontaine, Rehab)  Danny Smith (home) 
Lucille Gresham (Shenandoah Rehab)  Mary Talbert (home) 
Tom Lowery (Hospice care)   Frank Wagner (home) 
Bud Purvis (home) 

THANK YOU NOTES (posted outside church office:  
Kitten & Walt Arehart & family 

Church Picnic 
Sunday afternoon, October 28 

Woodland Shelter, Ridgeview Park 
 
☼ Recreational Games 

starting at 4:00 
☼ Dinner at 5:30 
☼ Chancel Choir Gospel 

Sing following dinner 
☼ Bring: side dish or    

dessert to share 

SUNDAY WORSHIIP 
8:45am: Contemporary — F Hall 
11am: Traditional — Sanctuary 

Greater Than: A Study in Hebrews 
The Book of Hebrews is a master class in showing us how Jesus is greater... 
greater than the angels, Moses, Joshua, Aaron, material wealth, work, rela-
tionships, the Law, the priests, sacrifices, death, and anything else we put in 
our forefront. Through mid-November, we will explore just how much greater 
Jesus is and why this matters to our faith.   

October 14: Hebrews 4:1-13 | Greater Than: Work. Sabbath should not 

be optional. It reallocates and reorients our energies back to a more sustaina-
ble lifestyle . . . but not everyone participates in Sabbath. Instead, we work. 
We do more. We go to work early and stay late. But Sabbath brings us back 
to a relationship with Jesus . . . and according to the preacher in Hebrews, 
Jesus should be greater than our work.  

October 21: Hebrews 4:14-5:10 | Greater Than: Priests. The role of a 

priest in Antiquity must be understood. They stood in the gaps for people’s 
sins and their right relationships with the community. Their role was of the 
most importance. Yet, Jesus is even greater. Even more important. This ser-
mon will illustrate how.  

October 28: Hebrews 7:23-28 | Greater Than: Law. The Law of Moses is 

what separated the good people from the bad. The law kept order and a sys-
tematic religion moving forward. At the time, to follow the Law was to be close 
to God, but now we have a new way to draw towards God . . . we have     
Jesus.  

We Need to Know… so, send us an email or 
give us a call!    (office@fbcwboro.org  |  540-949-8187) 

 Do you need a print copy of the 2018 Advent 
Guide? We are in the process of preparing our devo-

tional guide for the coming Advent season. The guide will 
be offered daily online and as a PDF file. Email us if 
you’d like the PDF sent to you, or contact us for a printed copy. 

 Do you want to represent FBW at the BGAV 
meeting? The Baptist General Association of Virginia 

meeting is set for November 12-14 at Mount Vernon Bap-
tist Church in Glen Allen. Let us know if you’re interested 
in representing FBW. There will be a called church busi-
ness meeting on October 24, 6pm, to elect those messengers. 

 Do you have a student in college? We’d love to have their 

school addresses for our records and so that we can stay in touch with 
them throughout the school year. 
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FBFaith Formation 

Sunday Night Live Concludes for the Fall on   

October 21. 5pm — Dinner; 5:45pm — Group Studies  

New Fall Small Group for Women:    
Don’t Mom Alone 
 About: Join moms in our community who want to keep God at 

the center of their families. The small group curriculum will follow 
Heather McFayden’s podcast, Don’t Mom Alone, found at     
https://dontmomalone.com 

 Meeting Times: Wednesdays at 6pm following WEF Dinner 

 Meeting Location: FIG Sunday School Classroom, 2nd Floor 
Education Building 

 Meeting Dates: October 24, November 7 & 28, December 5 & 
12, with anticipated 2019 Spring dates 

 For More Information: Contact Jenni Thomas 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship 
Dinner Reservations — We need to know: 
 Number of adult meals  

 Number of student meals (grades 1-12)  

 Number of preschooler meals (toddlers - Kindergarten)  

How to make dinner reservations  
 Call the church office, 949-8187. (Note that the phone system 

requires about eight rings before voicemail picks up)  

 Email reservations@fbcwboro.org  

 Deadline is 2pm each Friday afternoon, but don’t hesitate to call at 
ANY TIME! 

Help keep costs down by making and/or cancelling reserva-

tions on a timely basis. 

MENUS: 
October 17—Beef Stroganoff 
October 24—BBQ 
October 31—Trunk-or-Treat (grilled hot-dogs, etc.) 
November 7—Chicken Cordon Bleu (Community Meal) 
November 14—Taco Salad 
November 21—No WEF: Thanksgiving break 
November 28—Beef Sroganoff 

FBKids 
Trunk-or-Treat 
Candy is being collected in the 
Canada room—We ALWAYS 
needs lots of extra candy for this 
HUGE community event! We're 
excited for all the ways you'll be 
joining us on October 31st,     5-
7pm! Looking forward to seeing some awesome costumes! If you'd like 
to volunteer, sign up on our website’s kids event page. 

Kids Singing: Our Kids will be singing and leading in Contemporary 

Worship on October 28. We look forward to hearing our preschoolers 
and children in worship! 

Teachers Needed: Would you be willing to teach Sunday School 

every other month? We need a teacher in our 2's/3's class, a teacher 
and helper in our  4's-Kindergarten class, and a helper in our 3rd-5th 
grade class. Our teachers/helpers alternate every other month with an-
other teaching pair. If you're interested in either teaching or being a 
classroom helper, please contact Pastor Lacey.   

New Check-In System Coming Soon: We are implementing a 

new check-in system for our Kids Ministry. Mark your calendars for  
November 4 at the beginning of Sunday School for a meeting in the 
Lower Fellowship Hall to become acclimated with and learn the new 
system. I’m exited for the ways this system will provide continuity and 
extra security for our kids and families!                                -Pastor Lacey 

Planning Ahead—Mark your calendars.  

 November 4: Parents meeting (see above) 

 November 16: Friendsgiving & Advent Calendar Crafting, 5-7pm 

 December 1: Chili Dinner & Parade, 5pm 

 December 16: "Happy Birthday, Jesus" Party, Sunday School Hour 

 December 16: Caroling at Summit Square, 4-5pm 

 
 

FBYouth 
Our Next Study Hall is    
Sunday, October 21, from    
4-5pm: It's hard to change the fact 

that homework stinks. But with the 
help of coffee, doughnuts and friends 
it is possible to make doing home-
work a little less painful. High school 
students are invited to join us in The 
Loft before Sunday Night Live for 
study hall. Comfy couches and moral 
support provided.  

October 26-28: Fall Retreat at Watermarks: There is still time 

to sign up for Watermarks — a weekend full of fun, fellowship, and wor-
ship. Feel free to invite your friends. It's going to be a blast! Last day to 
sign up is October 15. 

Volunteer Opportunity: FBW Youth—if you need service hours, 

WARM needs your help serving dinner during their annual fundrais-
er, “Men Who Cook.” The event takes place on October 20 at 5pm. Let 
Pastor Nate know ASAP if this is something you are interested in.   

THIS SUNDAY (in lieu of SNL) 

October 14 — 6pm 

Wayne Theatre 
 

Philomena 
 Rated PG-13 

 Length: 1hr 30min 
 Following the film: Panel discussion 

on the interconnectedness between 
others and God.  

mailto:lacey@fbcwboro.org?subject=Teaching%20Sunday%20School


NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Next Issue: October 26 — Articles should be submitted IN WRITING or via e-mail to 
lfields@fbcwboro.org by noon on MONDAY, October 22. 

Church Staff and Contact Information 
Kim Cook ..................................................................................................Custodian 

Nate Dove ............................................................................ Minister to Families with Youth 

Mary Alice Downs ...................................................................................... Organist 

Lynn Fields .................................................................................... Ministry Assistant 

Larry Jones ..................................................................... Minister of Music & Worship  

Kathy Melton ................................................................................................. Pianist 

Brenda Miller ......................................................................... Financial Administrator 

Barrett Owen ....................................................................................... Senior Pastor 

Janis Rule ...................................................................... Weekday Preschool Director 

Lacey Wondree .............................................................. Minister to Families with Children 

Prayer Requests: 
 By Telephone: 949-8187—leave a message to be taken to prayer room. 
 Submit online request: go to website MEMBERS page, Prayer Ministry; follow 

“submit” link to the request form. Requests are submitted immediately to staff. 
 Immediate Prayer — 943-2815 

Sunday/Wednesday Rides: 

Rick Landes — 540-480-0420  
 
 

301 South Wayne Avenue — Waynesboro VA  22980 
www.fbcwboro.org — Phone — (540) 949-8187 

Fax — (540) 943-5399 
Weekday Preschool: (540) 942-2253 

Join us as we do, love, & walk together 
 

Sunday Mornings . . . 
8:45 — Contemporary Worship (Fellowship Hall)  
9:45 — Bible Study  (All Buildings)   
Learn to do, love, and walk like Christ in Bible study. 
10:00 — Coffee with the Pastor (Canada Room) 
• First Sunday - for visitors & new members’ with questions 
• Third Sunday - for anyone to talk about pressing issue(s) 
11:00 — Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)   
    

Wednesday Evenings (Sept—mid-May). . . 
5:00 — Fellowship Dinner 
      First Wednesday of each month, the church provides 
      a free dinner for the community. 
6:00 — Activities for all ages 
 

Small Groups . . . 
Check the website for details (www.firstbaptistwboro.org) 

 
At a Glance . . . 

OCTOBER 
 14 Faith-n-Film: 6pm  -  Philomena (Wayne Theatre) 
 15 Diaconate: 7pm (Faith Classroom) 
 16 Children’s Team Mtg: 7pm (Conf Rm) 
 17 WEF: Beef Stroganoff 
 Called Business Meeting: 6pm (Ordination Council) 
 18 Stewardship Committee: 5:30pm (Conf Rm) 
 21 Sunday Night Live 
 24 WEF: BBQ 
 Called Business Meeting: 6pm (BGAV Messengers) 
 25 Nominating Committee: 7pm (Conf Rm) 
26-28 Youth Fall Retreat (Watemarks) 
 28 Church Picnic: 4-7pm (Ridgeview Park) 
 31 WEF: Trunk-or-Treat (grilled hot-dogs, etc.) 
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Like us on Facebook: 
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Dinner Reservations: 
540-949-8187 (leave message) 
reservations@fbcwboro.org 


