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At Humanity’s Worst, Divinity is at Her Best 

Matthew’s version of the resurrection intrigues me. Peter and the Beloved Disciple come to believe Jesus is the Messiah at the sight of 
the empty tomb, but Mary Magdalene does not. She thinks the body is stolen.  

Mary is skeptical. Her broken heart and disbelief overwhelm her to tears. Immediately, though, two angels appear and ask, “Why do 
you weep?” She replies, “They’ve taken my Lord’s body!” Then, the heavens open and the angels tell her to turn and see, and Mary 
meets her resurrected Lord. 

This moment in scripture is profound for me. At the single most intense moment of Mary’s doubt . . . when all else fails . . . when she 
completely gives in . . . when even angels themselves cannot make her believe . . . Jesus appears. And the same is true today.  

The very moment we feel as if all hope is lost, Jesus appears. The very moment our hearts break, Jesus appears. The very moment 
we lose ourselves to despair, Jesus appears.  

You could summarize this scripture like this: When humanity is at it’s worst, divinity is at her best. 

At least this is what Matthew believes. It’s why he tells the story of Mary Magdalene and the empty tomb. It’s why he includes her 
disbelief. It’s why he has angels appear. It’s ultimately why Jesus resurrects. When we are at our worst, God is at God’s best.  This is 
the power of Easter! 

And do you know how divinity acts at her best? By defeating death. 

This is what makes Mary Magdalene believe. This 
is what makes the Beloved Disciple believe. This is 
what makes the angels appear. Jesus overcomes 
the grave. He defeats death.  

Salvation occurs not because Jesus died, but be-
cause he defeats death! This is what makes all the 
characters in scripture believe, and the same is 
true today.  

The story of Easter is that when humanity is at it’s 
worst, divinity is at her best. And when you come 
into contact with divinity, it changes everything.  

It’s what sends people like you and me to semi-
nary, on mission trips, or to our knees praying. It’s 
what calls us to get up on Sunday morning and 
worship. It’s what pulls us into a more devout, 
more committed relationship with scripture, church, 
and others. For when we interact with the divine, 
our worldview shifts, our skepticism subsides, our 
fears release, and we come to believe.  

We are just like Mary, but the good news of scrip-
ture (and the good news of Easter) is that when we 
are at our worst, divinity is at her best. 

  Pastor Barrett 
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The Visible Results 
Sunday Attendance          1-Apr       8-Apr 
Morning Worship                            498              262 
Bible Study                                     157              162 

Financial Figures 
   2018        Mar YTD      Mar YTD 
 Budget       Budget         Actual 
Receipts $762,500   $190,625       $162,379 
Expenses $762,500   $190,625          $153,791 
Net Total                              $    8,588 

 

FBW Family 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
Walt Hendrix Pete & Vera Bishop Tom Lowery 
Steve Boling Cherie Moore  Susan Dillow 
Virginia Fleshman Jerry Furr  Sheldon Eye 
Raymond Hanger Frank Wagner  Marcia Ramsey 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Pastor Lacey and Chris Wondree upon 
the birth of their son, Bennett Michael, on April 7. 
A WARM FBW WELCOME TO Judy Mentzinger, who joins us by 
transfer of letter from Crozet United Methodist Church. Welcome to 
the FBW family! 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO: 

 Sheldon Eye upon the death of his brother, Dwaine, on April 9. 

 Glenna Cleveland upon the death of her sister, Helen Wise, on 
April 8. 

 

FBW Faith Formation 
Love INC’s Redemptive Compassion Course schedule for 
Summer and Fall:  
 Tuesdays (May 8 - June 26) and  

 Mondays (September 10 - October 29)    
Class size is limited to the first 20 students; so complete the online 
registration at www.LoveINCSAW.org OR call Rande’ at 221-2955. 
Cost is $15 for materials and book.  

Next Faith-n-Film:  
 June 10 - Wonder Woman - Rated PG-13 - Following the film: 

Panel discussion on faith, purpose, meaning, and calling.  

Summer Small Groups - If you are interested in starting a small 
group for the summer, apply through the church website or contact 
Pastor Barrett about ideas.  

FBW Youth 

Brazil Mission Immersion Experience 

Fundraisers 
 You will find information on how to order bed sheets to help 

raise money for our Brazil mission trip in the Canada Room. For 
every set of sheets sold, $16 goes to help support our youth.   

 MIE Fundraiser - CAR WASH at Willy’s — April 21! Tell your 
neighbors and help us raise money for Brazil.  

 Sponsor parts of the trip - Grab a piece of the 
tree and help sponsor different activities for the 
students attending Brazil. This tree is hanging 
outside the Fellowship Hall by the Kitchen door.  

Coming Up 

 April 22 - Panera and Go Karts! Join us at 5pm at Panera and then 
we’ll walk to ride Go Karts. 

 May 6 - Movies and Moe’s — Parents drop off your students (or 
stay with us) at Zeus Theatre to watch Avengers: Infinity Wars, 
then walk to Moes for dinner. Time TBD.  

 May 13 - Graduate Recognition Service is set for May 13. Both 
services will be in the Sanctuary with a Brunch in the Fellowship 
Hall during Sunday School celebrating our ten graduates from Mil-
ler, WHS, and Fishburne. This brunch is for the families of youth as 
well as close friends and family of the graduates.  

Save the date for...            

Passport Missions at Averett 

University in Danville, VA. We'll join 
hundreds of other students on mis-
sion June  17-22, 2018. All current 
6th-12th graders are welcome.  

Sign-up deadline is April 22! 

FBW Kids 
We'll have our Family Movie Night on Friday, April 20, at 6pm. We 
will be providing snacks and fun, so you'll want to eat beforehand or 
you're welcome to bring dinner with you to the Fellowship Hall. 

PASSPORTkids is set for June 20-23 at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg for 
kids who will have completed 3rd-5th grades at the end of this school 
year. Final $100 payment is due May 16. 

Save the Date - VBS will be July 23-26, 5:30-8 
pm. VBS theme: Hero Central, Discover Your 
Strength in God! We'll need a lot of volunteers to 
help make this outreach event successful, so thank 
you for considering how you can help. 

 
Planning Ahead 
 April 20 - Movie Night - 6pm 

 May 23 - Families Summer Kick-Off Party at the Park - 5-7pm 

 June 20-23 - PASSPORTkids at Eagle Eyrie 

 July 23-26 - VBS - 5:30-8 pm  

Wednesday nights beginning at 5pm. Reservations / cancella-
tions are required through the church office at 540-949-8187. 
Apr  18 - Spaghetti & Salad 
Apr 25 - Chili, Spud, Salad 
May   2 - Chicken Cordon Bleu (Community Meal) 
May   9 - Barbecue 
May 16 - Beef Stroganoff (Last WEF of the season) 

http://www.LoveINCSAW.org
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FBW Missions 

Summer Intern - We are anticipating bringing on a college intern this 

summer. In order to do so, we are in need of finding a place for him/her to 
live for nine weeks in the summer. If you are willing to be a host home for a 
college intern, please contact Pastor Barrett. If you can only host half the 
summer, that will be fine too. We can have multiple host homes depending 
on your summer schedule. 

Habitat Trip to NC - June 17-23 - Plan your vacation now and join us 

to help build for those in need. For more information contact Mark Hamil-
ton,  540-688-9068.  

SAVE THE DATES  

Second Annual Foster Care Summit - Join us May 12 from 1-

3pm in the Fellowship Hall to discuss the challenges and hopes for Foster 
Care in our community.  

 

April 15 - Luke 24:36-48 
Because He Lives . . . We Have the Spirit 

Jesus appears again to the disciples and eats with them. In that mo-
ment he opens their minds to understand the scriptures and commis-
sions them to go out unto all the world making disciples. The rubric 
for disciple-making is simple: Preach repentance and forgiveness of 
sins . . . and do it everywhere you go. 

April 22 - Acts 4:5-22 
Because He Lives . . . We Cannot Stop Speaking 

The early church is taking off. The Jewish elite are panicked about 
the progress being made and confront Peter and John, arrest them, 
only to release them on no charges. This particular passage crescen-
dos with Peter declaring, “Arrest me if you must, but I cannot stop 
speaking about what I’ve seen and heard.” During this sermon, we 
will show how far Peter has come from denying Christ three times to 
now standing on the Temple Mount preaching and healing and con-
verting ready to be arrested and even die for Christ.  

April 29 - Acts 8:26-40 
Because He Lives . . . The Spirit Leads Us 

Philip is told to travel the road to Gaza where he meets an Ethiopian 
Eunuch who is reading Isaiah but not understanding it. The Spirit of 
God gives Philip the words to say and he ends up baptizing the Ethio-
pian while traveling on the road. This story is an amazing reminder of 
the power of the gospel and how it transforms our lives when read 
and understood, and also is a reminder that even Gentiles can accept 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

FBSoftball is Back!  
Come cheer us on at Friendship Park 
570 Hall School Road, Waynesboro 

 April 16 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Tabernacle 

 April 17 - 6:30pm: FBW vs SDA/Greenmonte 

 April 26 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Mt. View/New Life 

 May 3 - 7:30pm: FBW vs Springdale/RLM 

 May 7 - 7:30pm: FBW vs Valley Baptist 

 May 10 - 6:30pm: FBW vs Crossroads 

 May 14 - 7:30pm: FBW vs Victory 

 May 15 - 6:30pm: FBW vs Central Baptist 

 May 22 - 7:30pm: FBW vs White Hill/Destiny 

 May 29 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Bridge 

 May 31 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Bridge 

 June 5 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Mt. View/New Life 

 June 7 - 6:30pm: FBW vs SDA/Greenmonte 

 June 11 - 8:30pm: FBW vs White Hill/Destiny 

 June 14 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Tabernacle 

 July 3 - 7:30pm: FBW vs Victory 

 July 3 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Valley Baptist 

 July 10 - 6:30pm: FBW vs Springdale/RLM 

 July 12 - 7:30pm: FBW vs Central Baptist 

 July 16 - 8:30pm: FBW vs Crossroads 



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Next Issue: April 27 — Articles should be submitted IN 
WRITING or via e-mail to lfields@fbcwboro.org by noon on MONDAY, April 23. 

Church Staff and Contact Information 
Kim Cook ..................................................................................................Custodian 

Mary Alice Downs ...................................................................................... Organist 

Lynn Fields .................................................................................... Ministry Assistant 

Larry Jones ..................................................................... Minister of Music & Worship  

Kathy Melton ................................................................................................. Pianist 

Brenda Miller ......................................................................... Financial Administrator 

Barrett Owen ....................................................................................... Senior Pastor 

Janis Rule ...................................................................... Weekday Preschool Director 

Lacey Wondree .............................................................. Minister to Families with Children 

Prayer Requests: 
 By telephone: 949-8187 - leave a message to be taken to prayer room. 
 Submit online request: go to website MEMBERS page, Prayer Ministry; follow 

“submit” link to the request form. Requests are submitted immediately to staff. 
 Immediate Prayer — 943-2815 

 

Sunday/Wednesday Rides: 

Rick Landes — 540-480-0420  
 

 
 

301 South Wayne Avenue — Waynesboro VA  22980 
www.fbcwboro.org — Phone — (540) 949-8187 

Fax — (540) 943-5399 

Join us as we do, love, & walk together 

Sunday Mornings . . . 
8:45 — Contemporary Worship (Fellowship Hall)  

9:45 — Sunday School  (All Buildings)   
Learn to do, love, and walk like Christ in Bible study 

10:00 — Coffee with the Pastor (Canada Room) 
• First Sunday - for visitors & new members’ with questions 
• Third Sunday - for anyone to talk about pressing issues 

11:00 — Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)   

Wednesday Evenings . . . 
5:00 - Fellowship Dinner 
     First Wednesday of each month, the church 
     Provides a free dinner for the community. 
6:00 - Activities for all ages 

Small Groups . . . 
Check website for details (www.firstbaptistwboro.org) 

At a Glance . . . 
APRIL 
 15 Coffee with the Pastor: 9:50am (Canada Room) 
 16 Diaconate: 7pm (Faith Classroom) 
 Softball: 8:30pm (570 Hall School Rd) 
 17 Softball: 6:30pm (570 Hall School Rd) 
 18 WEF: Spaghetti 
 19 Stewardship Committee: 5:30pm (Conf Rm) 
 WARM Appreciation Dinner: 6pm (F Hall) 
 20 Kids’ Movie Night: 6pm (F Hall) 
 21 Youth-Sponsored Car Wash at Willy’s 
 22 Youth Dinner (Panera) & Go Carts/Batting Cages 
 23 Church Council: 7pm (Faith Classroom) 
 25 WEF: Chili, Spud & Salad 
 26 Softball: 8:30pm (570 Hall School Rd) 
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Like us on Facebook: 
First Baptist Waynesboro 

Dinner Reservations: 
949-8187 (leave message) 

reservations@fbcwboro.org 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
May 16 - 6pm 


